Christianity Is Growing

1. Christianity is growing.

Currently, there are more than 2.3 billion
affiliated Christians (church members) worldwide.
That number is expected to climb to more than 2.6
billion by 2025 and cross 3.3 billion by 2050.

But it’s not just numerical growth, Christianity
is growing in comparison to overall population. More
than one-third (33.4 percent) of the 7.3 billion people
on Earth are Christians. That's up from 32.4 percent
in 2000. By 2050, when the world population is
expected to top 9.5 billion people, 36 percent will be
Christians.

Those positive numbers are due to explosive
growth in the global south. Only in Europe and North
America is Christianity growing at a less than one
percent rate. In Africa and Asia, the rate is currently
more than double and will continue to climb.

Today, more Christians live in Europe than
Africa. By 2050, more than 1.2 billion Christians will
live in Africa, more than the number in Europe and
North America combined (and more than the total
population of every other religion except Islam and
Hinduism). By that time, almost 1 out of every 8
people in the world will be an African Christian.

2. Atheism has peaked.

If's not just that atheism has peaked globally,
but that it did so around 1970 with a population of 165
million. Since 2000, the number of atheists have
dropped almost 400,000 and the future doesn’t look
much better for atheists. By 2050, atheists are
expected to fall to just over 125 million.
Agnostics are growing, but not for long. Those who
claim to be unsure of God’s existence climb to more
than 700 million by 2025, but fall back under by 2050.
Their decline means the number of non-religionists
peaks at slightly over 834 million in 2025.
In 1970 around 19 percent of people in the world were
classified as a non-religionist. Today, that number is

closer to 11 percent. By 2050, less than 9 percent of
the world’s population will be an agnostic or atheist.

3. Evangelicals are growing rapidly.

By comparison, from 2000 to 2015, Christianity
overall grew 1.32 percent, Islam grew 1.88 percent,
and Hinduism grew 1.26 percent. Evangelicals grew
at a 2.13 percent rate.

That global growth rate is better than Roman
Catholics (1.13 percent) and Protestants as a whole
(1.62 percent).

Evangelicals will grow from 4.5 percent (328,582,000)
in 2015 to 6 percent (581,134,000) of the world’s
population in 2050. That type of growth is only
eclipsed by one other group.

4. Pentecostals will climb to more than 1 billion by
2050.

In 1900, there were less than 1 million
Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians in the world.
Today, there are more than 640 million. By 2050,
they will top 1 billion, which means that in 35 years,
more than 1 in 10 people around the world will be a

Pentecostal/Charismatic Christian.

5. We are reaching the unreached.

In 1900, more than half of the world’s
population (54.3 percent) was unreached with the
gospel. Today, that percentage is down to 29.3 and
will drop another 2 percentage points by 2050.

That doesn’t mean the job is finished. It is still the
case that almost 1 in 3 people on Earth (more than
2.1 billion people) have not been evangelized. And
the number of international missionaries dropped in
the last 15 years. But the gospel is spreading.

In 1900, only 4.3 percent of non-Christians even knew
a Christian. In 2015, that number stands at 14.1
percent and is expected to climb to 15.4 percent in
2050. Much of that comes from the spread of the
gospel into predominately non-Christian nations.



More than 100 years ago, 95 percent of all
Christians lived in a nation that was at least 80
percent Christian. Today, that’'s the case for just over
half (52.6 percent). By 2050, the number falls to 48
percent, which means most Christians will be living in
a country that is more than 20 percent non-Christian.

6. There are less martyrs today.

While it may seem Christians are dying for
their faith today more than ever, the numbers from
this report don’t seem to support it. That’'s not to say
no Christians are martyred. The nightly news reminds
us this is not the case. But, according to these
numbers, it is better now than it has been.

Determining the number of Christian martyrs
is notoriously difficult. In a Christianity Today story on
the discrepancies of martyrdom numbers, Gordon-

Conwell says they use an average of 10 years and
include “Christians who are targeted for their beliefs
or ethnicity, killed while worshiping in a church, or
murdered because they are the children of
Christians.”

Open Doors, a non-profit organization serving
persecuted Christians, tries to find a more exact
number each year. In 2013, they reported martyrdoms
in 2012 to 2,123 two

years ago. Their most recent statistics report 322

almost doubling from 1,201

Christians are killed for their faith each month, which

would put the current number even higher at around
3,800, but still lower than the numbers estimated in
the Gordon-Conwell report.

Taking their averages, Gordon-Conwell’s
study concludes that martyrs peaked in 1970, when
370,000 Christians were killed for their faith. In 2000,
it was down to 160,000. That number is expected to
bottom out around 100,000 in both 2025 and 2050.
Each of those deaths are to be mourned, and we
should do all we can to prevent them and discourage
religious persecution around the world. But we should
also acknowledge the improvements that have been

made, according to this report.

7. More than 100 million Bibles will be printed
per year by 2025.

Currently, 82.6 million Bibles are printed each
year. That number will climb to 110 million in 2025
and 135 million in 2050. More of God’s Word is
getting out to more people than ever before.
Currently, more than 5 billion pieces of Scripture are
printed each year. By 2050, that number will almost
reach 1 trillion.
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